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ABSTRACT 
 
Ningaloo Reef is a remote, fringing reef which extends for 300 km along the coast of north-western 
Australia (22°-24°S). It supports a high diversity of corals, fishes and other biota including 
charismatic seasonal migrants like whale sharks, turtles and humpback whales (Sleeman et al. 
2007).  The multi-use Ningaloo Marine Park, which was established in 1987, and expanded in 2004, 
protects the full length of the reef (Department of Conservation and Land Management & Marine 
Parks and Reserves Authority 2005). The Ningaloo region has high social importance, particularly 
for nature-based tourism, recreational opportunities and its Aboriginal history. 
Tenure along the coast includes the Cape Range National Park and several pastoral stations (Figure 
1). Tourists usually access the region by road or fly into the town of Exmouth adjacent to the 
northern extent of the Ningaloo Marine Park. There is a limited formal road network comprising 
some paved and gravel roads but a vast labyrinth of four wheel drive coastal tracks exists. 
Accommodation in the form of hotels, caravan parks and backpacker establishments is concentrated 
in Exmouth and Coral Bay but there is extensive camping in suitable coastal locations along the 
length of the Marine Park. Relatively little published work exists on human usage in the region 
although a survey of recreational fishing was completed in 1998 (Sumner et al. 2002). 
A research project is in progress to map the spatial and temporal distribution of recreational 
activities within the Ningaloo reef lagoon system and relate these patterns to factors such as 
biodiversity, physical conditions, coastal geomorphology, marine park zoning, access roads and 
accommodation nodes. The project will provide baseline data for management of the Ningaloo 
Marine Park as well as contribute to an integrated ecosystem and socio-economic model for the 
region.    
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